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By Polina Olsen 
The Southwest Portland Post

Nobody notices the dainty jet-black 
cat unless they look underneath the 
sale-books table, and she opens her 
almond-shaped green eyes.  Oscar Wil-
de’s current hiding place, also known 
as “the cave,” doubles as a storage 
spot for stacks of folding chairs. Their 
mottled-colored cloth seat-covers make 
the perfect kitty bed. 

A tall woman wearing a long black 
coat stops at the table and flips through 
a book on Monet. Oscar decides her 
paw needs washing and scrubs with 
her pink tongue. Then, she closes her 
eyes – it’s time for another snooze. The 
tall woman walks by again.

“Since Fup (Powell’s Technical Book-

Bookstore’s feline ambassador still feisty after all these years 
store’s cat) died, Oscar Wilde may be 
the oldest store-cat in Portland,” said 
Bobby Tichenor, the owner of Annie 
Bloom’s Books in Multnomah Village.

Like bookstore cats everywhere, she 
gives the place a comfortable, homey 
feeling. Her Halloween look and quirky 
personality make Oscar a neighborhood 
fixture.

Oscar’s life started 16 years ago, when 
Tichenor’s son’s Saturday Market cat, 
Jazz, had a litter. He found homes for 
all but Jazz and one kitten, so Tichenor 
brought them to her store. Jazz was 
large, feisty and also jet-black.  

“Once a dog came in and Jazz came 
tearing from the back of the store and 
attacked him,” Tichenor remembers. 
The kitten ran around wildly, too, so 
they named her “Oscar Wilde.” When 
Jazz deserted for better treats at nearby 

Fat City Café , Oscar became the store’s 
only cat.

“Oscar doesn’t like me,” says a staff 
member who asked not to be identi-
fied. “I feed her, and she still doesn’t 
like me.” “She can turn from purring to 
not purring fast,” concurs another shop 
assistant. “She’s 16 and like most of us 
when we reach that august age.”

 Tichenor explains: “Oscar ’s not 
sweet; she’s selective. She loves to be 
petted, but doesn’t like to be held. If 
you pet her and stop, she’ll swat or bite 
you.” And, she doesn’t like dogs. 

“Once when Oscar was in her cave, 
a little dog came up. She whacked 
him.”

“She likes the calm ones who let her 
come to them, ” said Mary Fellows who 
has known Oscar for 16 years. 

Sometimes that backfires, as in the 
case of one customer who didn’t like 
cats.  She jumped on his lap and tore 
his pants when she kneaded her paws. 
(The store compensated with a replace-
ment pair.)

Still, most customers enjoy the petite 
neighborhood cat “People come in the 
store just to see her,” says staff member 
Jennifer Weinberg. In fact, when Oscar 
left to live with Tichenor’s mother, cus-

tomers expressed real concern. 
“We swore she wasn’t dead but 

customers were very upset,” recalls 
Tichenor. “Oscar was having trouble 
– overgrooming, nervous -- and we 
thought the crowds bothered her.”  
When Tichenor’s mother moved to a 
retirement center, the cat returned to 
the store. 

 “She seems to have revived,” reports 
Tichenor, who assumes another of Os-
car’s nine-lives kicked-in. 

A creature of habit, Oscar likes a 
change, sort-of, and her favorite spot 
varies over time. Now it’s the cave, but 
last summer she preferred the window 
or rather, the small stuffed toy cat in 
the display.  

She adopted the toy, snuggled, and 
washed it, until she changed her mind 
and ignored it completely. The warm 
photocopy machine, the heating duct, 
and the sunny spot under the skylight; 
all have been her favorites and may be 
her favorite again.

“She’s a community cat – a Multnomah 
Village ambassador,” says Weinberg. 
“And, she’s a different cat around 9:00 
p.m. at night. She sits on the counter 
and purrs on people’s laps. She greets 
everyone as they walk in the door.”  

Oscar and Annie Bloom’s Books staff member Pat Balmer enjoy lunch in the staff kitchen. 
(Post photo by Polina Olsen)

By Lee Perlman 
The Southwest Portland Post

Commissioner Sam Adams’ Safe, 
Sound and Green Street improve-
ment program received praise and 
criticism from 29 people, including 
several from southwest Portland, at 
a three-hour City Council hearing 
last month.

Adams’ proposal calls for raising 
$422 million in local business and 
residential property assessments for 
road projects. They include work on 
intersections with a large number of 
crashes, expanding the city’s bike 
route system, paving substandard 
streets or those in disrepair, ex-
panding the Safer Routes to School 
program, and creating or upgrading 
pedestrian facilities on major traffic 
routes. 

Each of the city’s seven district 
neighborhood coalitions, includ-
ing Southwest Neighborhoods Inc., 
would be allotted $50,000 a year for 
transportation projects, and would 
have input into the selection of proj-
ects in other categories.

City Council considers Commissioner Adams’ street improvement plan

To pay for this, the city would assess 
each dwelling $4.54 per month. For 
83 percent of businesses, the average 
monthly assessment would be $33 
per month, based on the amount of 
vehicle traffic the business is deemed 
likely to generate, Adams told the 
City Council. Residents would get 
discounts if they didn’t own a car, 
owned a fuel-efficient car, did pur-
chase bus passes, or were low-income. 
Businesses could get discounts for 
subsidizing employee transit passes. 
In addition, businesses that consider 
their bills to be unfair would be en-
titled to free appeals.

The program is necessary, Adams 
said, because the legislature has 
failed to raise the statewide gas tax 
from its current 24 cents a gallon, the 
lowest rate in the west, since 1993. 
As a result, he said, the backlog of 
substandard streets has reached 221 
miles, and is growing every year. 
More significantly, 378 people were 
killed and 2,662 were injured last year 
in traffic or pedestrian accidents “due 
to a lack of funding for obvious safety 
measures,” he said.

The heaviest concentration of 
spending will be in east Portland, 
followed by southwest. “We could 
spend the whole budget in one area 
of the city and still not fund all of the 
potential projects,” Adams said. “This 
is for the worst of the worst, the most 
unsafe.”

In addition to 20 public open hous-
es, the program was reviewed by an 
89-member Stakeholder Committee. 
One of the members, Jim Gardner of 
the South Portland Neighborhood 
Association, told Council, “The pro-
cess has not, for one day, been dull or 
predictable. I believe it was a careful 
and evolving search for that combi-
nation of taxes that would be as fair 
as possible, to be spent on projects 
that would solve as much as possible 
of the city’s maintenance and safety 
needs.” 

Referring to the long-delayed South 
Portland Circulation Study, Gardner 
said, “We in southwest Portland have 
long felt…that we’ve been led to ex-
pect far more city transportation help 
than we’ve actually received. But I 
can enthusiastically support today’s 

proposal because it does not follow 
that pattern…The proposal before 
you may not be perfect, but it is good. 
Don’t let the former be the enemy of 
the latter.”

Another Stakeholder, Sandra Mc-
Donough of the Portland Business 
Alliance, said, “It’s not often backs a 
fee increase, but it’s critical that we 
address our most pressing needs after 
years of disinvestment. This is not a 
complete solution, and we need to 
recognize that.” McDonough urge 
Council to direct additional General 
Fund and licensing fees to the prob-
lem. “I urge you not to wait until the 
potholes get big enough to swallow a 
Smart Car,” she said.

Portland Police Chief Rosie Sizer, 
Multnomah County Commission 
Chair Ted Wheeler and Sen. Rick 
Metzger (D-Welches), among others, 
added their support. Wheeler noted 
that replacement of the Sellwood 
Bridge will cost about $400 million, 
of which at least $100 million will 
have to come from within the state. 
Metzger pledged to seek a statewide 

(Continued on Page 8)
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Help Wanted
The Post is seeking freelance 

writers to cover neighborhood 
news, politics and culture.

Experience required. Bonus points 
for photography.

Beats include arts, schools, parks, 
crime prevention, land use, 

transportation, neighborhoods. 
Please mail or e-mail resume, 

cover letter with specific interest, 
and three published clips to:

Don Snedecor
Editor and Publisher
The Southwest Portland Post
7825 SW 36th Ave Suite #203
Portland, OR 97219
don@multnomahpost.com

“Come get a “Baby Bunch” of baby clothes
for your favorite new mom at Baby! Oh Baby!” 

Baby! Oh Baby!
7863 SW Capitol Hwy 

503-245-0700

7650 SW Capitol Hwy., Portland 97219

February     
     Special

7825 SW 36th Ave #203, Portland 97219

$14
$24 
$34

On Saturday, January 12, at 9:00 
a.m., 50 area residents began the 4Ts 
walk. The walk was named because 
it uses the Trails, the Tram, the Trol-
ley, and the Trains of Portland.

Led by Southwest Trails kingpins 
Don Baack, Lee Beuhler, and Phyllis 
Towne the walk takes about three 
hours and is four miles for the 
walkers. Vertical lifts range about 
400 feet. 

With an assist from Arnold Pan-
itch, a TriMet Ride-wise Volunteer, 

Combination hike/transit adventure ideal for 
entertaining out-of-town guests

we boarded the 9:03 a.m. inbound 
#56 bus at Sunset Boulevard and 
Capitol Highway, and it ran on time. 
Each of us had either his ticket, his 
monthly pass, or exact change cash 
ready for the driver (Fares are either 
$1.75 for 2 zone adult or $.85 for 
seniors).

We left the bus at Southwest 4th 
Avenue and Taylor Street down-
town and immediately hopped on 
the Westbound Red Beaverton MAX 
train on Southwest Morrison Street. 

Exiting the MAX line at Washington 
Park, we were met by another group 
of walkers who had taken other 
trains or who had driven to Wash-
ington Park. The view up there is 
refreshing and amazed first timers 
to Washington Park.

Led by Baack and his 4Ts guides, 
we headed across U.S. 26 to the 
Marquam Trailhead. Up, up, up 
and away we tramped in rain, sleet, 
and an occasional snowflake, up the 
sometimes muddy trail on a gentle 
and safe climb. Pausing as we went, 
we arrived at Council Crest. 

After a breather there, it was all 
downhill on either the Marquam 
Trail or a combination of city streets 
to the top of the OHSU Aerial Tram. 
At the bottom station, some boarded 
the Trolley back to our bus at South-
west Harrison and Naito Parkway, 
others moved about in the center 
city for food and shopping, while 
some walked a lot more along the 
Willamette River. Roundtrips for 
them ranged in the 8.5 mile range.

This is an excellent urban/forest-
ed adventure of hiking and public 
transits. It would be ideal for enter-
taining out-of-town guests looking 

to get a real feel of how Portland 
lives. This walk attracted residents 
from all over the Portland Metro, 
city dwellers and suburbanites.

TriMet employees and OHSU per-
sonnel were very accommodating to 
us. Along the way, there are good 
places to relax and use restrooms. 
Props to Southwest Trails leadership 
for this wonderful invention. This 
could be a huge visitor attraction if 
properly advertised.

Arnold Panitch
Hillsdale        
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Residential & Intermediate
Alzheimer’s Care

(503) 292-7874
6630 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy.

Portland, Oregon 97225
www.marquiscompanies.com

Its about what we can do, 
not what we can’t.

be well …  
and well informed

Bowman’s Hillsdale 
Pharmacy

6256 SW Capitol Hwy. 
503-244-7582 • email: hdrx@pcez.com

•Walk-In Flu Shots

•Walk-In Adult Immunizations

•Experienced Compounding 
Pharmacists

www.mygnp.com

By Don Snedecor 
The Southwest Portland Post

A $30 million annual budget shortfall 
will result in the elimination of jobs, 
program reductions and discontinued 
services at Oregon Health & 

Sciences University. 
The recent Oregon Supreme Court 

ruling on the Oregon Tort Claims Act, 
which effectively eliminated the tort 
liability cap for all public bodies in Or-
egon, has created a significant budget 

OHSU announces $30 million shortfall due to 
Supreme Court ruling

shortfall for Oregon Health & Science 
University. 

The shortfall will affect OHSU’s 
ability to provide services to Orego-
nians across the state. On January 18, 
OHSU President Joe Robertson, M.D., 
discussed how the ruling’s $30 million 
annual impact on OHSU will result in 
the reduction and loss of certain ser-
vices and programs. 

To put the significance of this financial 
amount in context, the state’s annual 
support for the university’s operating 

budget totals $43.3 million. 
“These cuts will change OHSU in sig-

nificant ways. This is a sad day for me 
personally and for all of us at OHSU,” 
said Dr. Robertson. “We’ve worried all 
along that losing the tort cap would 
hurt public services, and we are now 
confronted with the full reality of what 
that means. 

“To cover the cost of higher liability 
and insurance bills, we must achieve 
$30 million per year in offsetting finan-
cial improvement for the foreseeable 
future through budget cuts and tuition 
increases.” 

OHSU had already undertaken a 
five-year, $114 million cost-cutting 
drive. The loss of the tort cap more than 
doubles how much the university will 
have to save. 

As part of the cost-cutting efforts, 
an estimated 200 to 300 positions will 
be eliminated. These will take place 
through program reduction, attrition, 
voluntary departures and transfers.  

Additional changes include the 
closure or restructuring of the Russell 
Street Dental Clinic which provides 
dental services for the underserved. 

Expect a reduction in the School of 
Science Engineering which will also be 
merged with the School of Medicine. 
OHSU will also accelerate the move of 
the School of Science and Engineering 
away from the university’s West Cam-
pus. Additionally, the March Wellness 
Center at South Waterfront will be 

outsourced or closed. 
The university will reduce central 

university services in finance, human 
resources, administration and other 
areas. 

Research centers at OHSU may be 
unable to absorb their share of the ad-
ditional costs, which may result in the 
loss of some centers. A reorganization 
of an OHSU-initiated statewide health 
research program is anticipated. The 
program may also be slated for closure 
at a later date. 

A reduction in class size for the School 
of Medicine is expected. Officials called 
this a significant issue for Oregon as 
the state is facing a physician shortage 
which is expected to worsen. 

“These cuts will affect our size but 
not our excellence,” explained Dr. 
Robertson. “We are committed to retain 
faculty and staff who are essential for 
OHSU to remain a top-tier institution. 
We also remain committed to maintain-
ing the highest standards in health care, 
education and research.”

OHSU plans to close or transfer to 
another agency the rural health clinic in 
Union, Oregon which serves residents 
from the surrounding region. Discon-
tinuation of additional community 
outreach services is expected. 

Robertson said, “To lessen the im-
pact on underserved Oregonians, we 
will work with our external partners 
where possible to transition services 
that OHSU must end.”

Celebrating 
the Birthdays of 

Washington and Lincoln
“First in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his countrymen.” 
-- George Washington, born February 22, 1732 in Westmoreland County, 
Virginia.

“I have faith in the people. They will not consent to disunion. The dan-
ger is in their being misled. Let them know the truth, and the country 
is safe.” --Abraham Lincoln, born February 12, 1809 in Hardin County, 
Kentucky.

THE RIGHT OF A NATION TO ESTABLISH ITS OWN GOVERNMENT
…My politics are plain and simple. I think every nation has a Right to 
establish that form of Government under which It conceives. It shall 
live most happy; provided it infracts no Right or is not dangerous to 
others. And that no governments ought to interfere with the internal 
concerns of Another, except for the security of what is due themselves.
--George Washington to Marquis de Lafayette, December 25, 1798. Maxims 
of Washington: Political, Spiritual, Moral and Religious. Collected and ar-
ranged by John Frederick Schroeder, D.D. Copyright 1943. Fourth printing 
June 1974.

THE APPROACH OF DANGER
At what point shall we expect the approach of danger? Shall we expect 
some transatlantic military giant to step the ocean and crush us at a 
blow? Never! All the armies of Europe, Asia, and Africa combined, 
with all the treasures of the earth (our own excepted) in their military 
chest, with Bonaparte for a commander, could not by force, take a 
drink from the Ohio, or make a track on the Blue Ridge, in a trial of a 
thousand years. At what point, then, is this approach of danger to be 
expected? I answer: If it ever reaches us, it must spring up amongst us. 
It cannot come from abroad. If destruction be our lot, we must our-
selves be its author and finisher. As a nation of freemen, we must live 
through all time or die by suicide. --Abraham Lincoln, in an extract from 
the Springfield address of 1838. The Lincoln Year Book: Containing Immortal 
Words of Abraham Lincoln. Copyright 1907 by J.T. Hobson.

Paid for by Louise Weidlich, director, Neighborhoods Protective 
Association, P.O. Box 19224, Portland, OR 97219.

Contact your member of Congress. Urge them to restore 
the rightful birthdays of Lincoln and Washington.

Sky bridge and OHSU buildings from Veterans Administration Hospital. (Photo courtesy 
of portlandground.com) 
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Where the Harvest and Hillsdale Meet

Cuts & Chemistry LLC
Hair Design/Color Specialists/Waxing

Pamper Yourself, Call for Appointment

503-246-2077
Open Tuesday - Thursdays  10am - 6pm

Fridays and Saturdays 10am - 5pm 
WALK-INS Welcome! 

Sue Bosch/Lindsay Tagmyer/Lyra Tulipat

Grand Opening with Refreshments
Saturday February 15, 1-4pm

By Lee Perlman
The Southwest Portland Post

Two major southwest development 
projects underwent design review by 
the Portland Design Commission last 
month. In each case, the commission 
expressed encouragement, but sent the 
projects back for additional work.

The Shriners Hospital for Children 
is seeking to add a three story, 7,600 
square foot addition to its existing 
66,000 square foot structure on South-
west Sam Jackson Parkway. 

The institution would eventually like 
to add three more stories, architect Kent 
Duffy said, but it does not have the fi -
nancing for this and has no timeline for 
the proposed second addition. 

This left the commission in a quan-
dary, with some members saying they 
would favor different architectural ap-
proaches based on whether the second 
addition was imminent. “This will 
have to stand on its own,” commission 
member Mike McCulloch said.

Commission members said the proj-
ect had improved since a previous 
hearing, but still needed more work. 
One member, Jeff Stuhr, said that the 
connection between the old and new 
portions of the building looked like “a 
mistake.” Another hearing was set for 
February 7.

Shriner and Prometheus building projects 
undergo design review

The commission also reviewed a 
25-story, 211-unit condominium proj-
ect in the South Waterfront. It is part 
of a six-acre development by the Pro-
metheus Corporation on the south 
end of the district, and is bounded by 
Southwest River Parkway, Bond Av-
enue, Lane and Lowell Streets. 

The building has fl oor plates of 13,000 
square feet each, and in comparison to 
some of the “point towers” under con-
struction in the district it struck planner 
Kristen Minor as “chunky and squat.” 

It also has access to its 211-space un-
derground garage via Southwest Lane 
Street, which is a “universal street” 
where pedestrians share the road with 
cars without benefi t of sidewalks. This 
alarmed some members.

There were some dissenters. Com-
mission member Tim Eddy said it 
would be good to see more variety in 
the district’s architecture. “We seem to 
be creating a row of the same size, same 
height dominoes,” he said. He urged 
the Prometheus team to provide variety 
in their projects. 

Both commission chair Lloyd Lindley 
and member Jeff Stuhr said that Euro-
pean and Asian countries have shared 
pedestrian-auto streets that work well. 
The commission did have more of a 
consensus on two other issues – the 
project’s blue-tinted glass walls and its 
connection to the Willamette Green-
way. 

Stuhr said that other large towers 
using tinted glass “seem so opaque and 
dark” when built. He said the commis-
sion would need to see the proposed 
materials. Member Paul Schlesinger 
agreed, although he said he welcomed 
a change from the clear and green glass 
used in other projects.

Commission member Andrew Jansky 
said that the project “seems to be turn-
ing its back on the river,” and feared that 
it would make a future Greenway trail 
seem like “an exclusive place” where 
the public isn’t welcome. The project 
will be reviewed again on March 20.

Advertise in the

Call Harry at  503-244-4442Call Harry at  503-244-4442

Candidate Amanda 
Fritz qualifies for 
$144,815 in public 
funds

 According to Andrew Carlstrom, 
the City of Portland’s elections offi cer, 
on January 18 the Auditor certified 
Amanda Fritz as a Campaign Finance 
Fund candidate for the May 20, 2008 
Primary Election.  

Fritz, candidate for Commissioner 
No. 1, achieved 1,037 verifi ed qualifying 
contributions from Portland registered 
voters during the qualifying period.  
In addition, Fritz has fi led for offi ce 
by perfected nominating petition. The 
Auditor has determined that Fritz has 
complied with all applicable provisions 
of City Code Chapter 2.10. 

Certifi ed Candidates may only make 
expenditures from qualifying contri-
butions, seed money contributions, 
in-kind contributions, and Campaign 

Finance Fund revenues during the 
primary election period.  Candidates 
for Commissioner are limited to spend-
ing no more than $150,000 during the 
primary election period except for in-

(Continued on Page 4)

Amanda Fritz (courtesy photo)

NeWS BRIeFS
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Small town lifestyle in historic Multnomah 
Village just 5 minutes to downtown 
Portland. Beautiful new lofts designed for 
the way you live with volumes of natural 
light, modern floor plans, chef grade 
appliances and warm wood floors.  

regerc@hasson.com

503.906.7114

Models Open Tuesday – Sunday 1-5

What housing slump? 8 units sold at the Multnomah Village Lofts in October 
alone! Don't miss out - visit us for your personal showing today!

Authentic bungalow home backs to protected green 
space. Large lot on quite street, open fl oor plan 
with natural light. Granite countertops, extensive 
hardwoods, wainscoting, built-ins, sconce lighting, 
professional grade appliances, tons of storage.  
Detached garage with loft space. 3,220 square feet. 
Four bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms. Just fi ve minutes to 
Downtown Portland. Stephenson Elementary School. 

Call Brooks Howard, Builder/Agent, 
Endeavor Development, LLC.  503-246-0833. 
CCB#132399. Lot located at 11724 SW 39th Ave. 
Other plans also available.

Old Portland Style Bungalow, New Construction $724,900

CALL DON OR HARRY AT 503-244-6933

 NeWS

Real Estate Guide

By Lee Perlman
The Southwest Portland Post

In December Southwest Neighbor-
hood, Inc. awarded 16 grants, totaling 
$21,370, to local community organi-
zations for a variety of community 
projects. 

Arnold Creek Neighborhood Asso-
ciation was awarded $750 for a Com-
munity Resource Fair. Dickinson Park 
Stewards received $1,970 for two to 
three outdoor movies in the park this 
summer. 

Far Southwest Neighborhood Asso-

Southwest Neighborhoods, Inc. awards neighborhood grants
ciation was awarded  $920 for a door-to-
door outreach effort based on disaster 
preparedness, a survey of special needs, 
skills and supplies, and a National 
Night Out community potluck.

Girl Scouts Columbia River Council 
Troop 1984 received a $970 grant for 
garden rejuvenation at Robert Gray 
School. Girls Scouts Columbia River 
Council Troop 1338 received a $645 
grant for a family sock hop for seniors, 
in conjunction with a canned food 
drive.

Hillsdale Alliance was awarded 
$1,470 for a large lighted sign, in a 
prominent location saying “Hillsdale.” 

Homestead Neighborhood Association 
received $500 for activities such as trail 
maintenance and ivy pulls as outreach 
ventures.

Hayhurst School PTA was awarded 
$620 for outreach activities, including 
a neighborhood-wide mailed invitation 
to the school’s multi-cultural fair.

Maplewood Neighborhood Asso-
ciation received $1,470 for a National 
Night Out picnic.

Marshall Park Neighborhood Associ-
ation was awarded $1,520 for a National 
Night Out picnic, design of a commu-
nity kiosk, and a neighborhood-wide 
mailing related to both. Multnomah 

Historical Association received $1,965 
for an updated brochure and DVD for 
its planned 2008 centennial celebra-
tion.

Somali Community Services was 
awarded $1,970 for web site develop-
ment. Somali Women’s Association 
received $1,970 for a sewing class that 
will also be used for education on sub-
jects such as how to access government 
and social service agencies.

South Portland Neighborhood Asso-
ciation was awarded $1,970 for a mail-
ing promoting a summer park concert 
series and establishment of a neighbor-

(Continued on Page 7)
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Call and fi nd out why West Hills Family Dental Center is different.

503-291-0000 • www.fearfreedental.com

Deeper Sedation Dentistry...
Dr. Little at West Hills Family Dental Center now offers

DEEP SEDATION DENTISTRY.
It’s MORE EFFECTIVE than just a pill.

From the Editors of E/The Environmental 
Magazine

Dear EarthTalk: Where do the lead-
ing presidential candidates stand on 
the issue of climate change and other 
environmental issues?    
-- Max S., Seattle, WA

The outcome of the 2008 presidential 
election could very well have a big im-
pact on a wide range of environmental 
issues, especially climate change.

All of the Democratic candidates—
Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama, John 
Edwards, Bill Richardson and Dennis 
Kucinich—support reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions nationally upwards 
of 80 percent by 2050 in order to stave 
off global warming. 

Likewise, each would like to see fuel 
effi ciency standards for cars and light 
trucks raised to at least 40 miles per 
gallon within the next few decades. 

EARTH TALK Meanwhile, only one of the major Re-
publican contenders, John McCain, has 
even articulated a position on the issue 
of global warming, with most favoring 
expanding our base of greenhouse gas-
spewing coal-fi red power plants.

As for specifi c track records, Clinton 
has an impressive record of introduc-
ing pro-environment legislation into 
Congress, and for her time in the Senate 
scores a 90 (out of 100) on green vot-
ing from the nonprofi t, non-partisan 
League of Conservation Voters (LCV). 

Obama is newer to the politics of the 
environment, but scored a 96 for his two 
years in the Senate from LCV, and has 
garnered kudos from environmental 
leaders for the aggressive climate and 
energy plan he unveiled in October 
2007.

Ohio Congressman Dennis Ku-
cinich wants to launch a Works Green 
Administration similar to the Works 
Progress Administration of the Great 
Depression, only this time to benefi t the 
environment through the development 
of alternative energy technologies and 
infrastructures. 

Bill Richardson, who served as Sec-

retary of Energy under Bill Clinton 
and more recently as governor of New 
Mexico, wants to be the “energy presi-
dent,” and has an 82 lifetime rating from 
LCV to back it up. He has proposed the 
most ambitious carbon reduction plan 
of any of the candidates (90 percent by 
2050). 

John Edwards was the fi rst candidate 
to make his campaign carbon neutral in 
March 2007, and greens consider him 
perhaps the most progressive of all the 
Democrats on the climate issue.

On the Republican side, the envi-
ronmental bright spots are few and 
far between. McCain is really the only 
choice with any declared concern for the 
environment. In 2003 he co-sponsored 
the fi rst Senate bill aimed at mandatory 
economy-wide reductions. 

While the bill didn’t garner enough 
votes to pass, it set the stage for future 
iterations that could put the U.S. on par 
with European nations as leaders in the 
fi ght to cut carbon emissions. McCain 
is also the only Republican candidate 
specifi cally opposed to drilling for oil in 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

Mike Huckabee scores some points 
with greens for his willingness to 
consider a specifi c increase in automo-
tive fuel effi ciency standards and for 
his (limited) embrace of alternative 
energy. 

Mitt Romney is willing to consider a 
cap on emissions, but only if enacted 
on a global basis (including China and 
India, that is). The remaining Republi-
cans (Rudy Giuliani, Fred Thompson 
and Ron Paul) have best been non-
committal on climate change and en-
vironmental issues in general.

CONTACT: For more detailed infor-
mation on specifi c candidates’ positions 
and track records on environmental 
issues, check out the League of Con-
servation Voters’ Voter Guide, www.
lcv.org/voterguide.

GOT AN ENVIRONMENTAL QUES-
TION? Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 
Environmental Magazine, P.O. Box 5098, 
Westport, CT 06881; submit it at: www.
emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/, 
or e-mail: earthtalk@emagazine.com. 
Read past columns at: www.emagazine.
com/earthtalk/archives.php. 

All of the 2008 Democratic presidential 
candidates support reducing CO2 emis-
sions upwards of 80 percent by 2050. 
Republican contenders have barely ar-
ticulated positions on the issue of global 
warming, with most favoring expanding 
our base of coal-fi red power plants. Pic-
tured here: (top left to right) Democratic 
candidates Barack Obama, John Edwards 
and Hillary Clinton; (bottom left to right) 
Republican contenders Mike Huckabee 
and Mitt Romney. (Photo courtesy of 
Flickr)

Get a Jump 
on Spring.

Advertise in the 
March Post!

Call Don 
503-244-6933
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From the Editors of E/The Environmental 
Magazine

Dear EarthTalk: How much of an ef-
fect, if any, does the carbon dioxide in 
carbonated beverages have on global 
warming?     
-- Michael Holmes, Shenandoah, VA

A typical 12-ounce can of soda con-
tains up to six grams (.013 pounds) of 
carbon dioxide (CO2) gas, which either 
escapes into the atmosphere from the 
liquid upon opening, or from your body 
after you consume the contents. So yes, 
drinking carbonated beverages does 
contribute to your “carbon footprint,” 
but only ever so slightly.

To provide some context, every time 
you burn a gallon of gas driving from 
point A to B in your car, about 20 pounds 
of carbon dioxide wafts skyward (if you 
fi nd this hard to believe, visit the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s fuel economy 
website at: www.fueleconomy.gov/
feg/co2.shtml). So, extrapolating out, a 
typical car commute to work produces 
upwards of 700 times the greenhouse 
gases as drinking that can of Coke.

But cans and bottles of carbonated 
(or non-carbonated) drinks are still no 
friends of the environment. The produc-
tion and distribution of single-serving 
beverages of all kinds generates untold 
millions of tons of greenhouse gases 
and other pollutants every year, while 
also wasting billions of gallons of fresh 
water. And once the drinks have been 
consumed, all those cans and plastic 
bottles have to go somewhere.

Some communities are diligent 
enough to capture more than half of all 
such containers for recycling—an ac-
tivity which itself generates signifi cant 
amounts of greenhouse gases—but that 
still means that more than 40 billion 
cans are ending up in landfi lls each 
year, or even worse, as litter, according 
to data compiled by the non-profi t Con-
tainer Recycling Institute (CRI).

Each un-recycled can or bottle then 
must be replaced by an equivalent 
one made from virgin materials. CRI 
reports that just the manufacture of 
these replacement aluminum cans each 
year generates about 3.5 million tons of 
greenhouse gas emissions, while also 
causing other environmental damage 
from the extraction of the bauxite from 
which aluminum is made. 

Even a larger amount of resources 
are used (petroleum-based in this case) 
and greenhouse gases emitted from the 

signifi cant number of plastic single-
serving drink bottles that are thrown 
away and not recycled each year.

Consumers can take a bite out of all 
this resource waste and pollution by 
remembering that, fi rst and foremost, 
water is the least costly and healthiest 
beverage of all (on virtually all personal 
and ecological counts). 

And water drawn from the kitchen 
faucet requires no disposable packaging 
or shipping to get there, thanks to the 
highly effi cient water-delivery systems 
that have been in place in developed 
countries in the vast majority of com-
munities for a very long time.

For those who cannot get by with-
out their soft drinks—carbonated or 
otherwise—the best way to lower that 
carbon footprint is to buy them in large 
containers and parse out servings in 
cups or glasses. 

A typical two-liter (67.6 ounce) plastic 
soda bottle holds fi ve and a half times 
the liquid of a 12-ounce container and 
over four times that of a 16-ounce 
container, so it is easy to imagine the 
resource savings over time.

CONTACTS: Container Recycling 
Institute, www.container-recycling.org, 

EARTH TALK fueleconomy.gov, www.fueleconomy.
gov/feg/co2.shtml.

GOT AN ENVIRONMENTAL QUES-
TION? Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 
Environmental Magazine, P.O. Box 5098, 

Westport, CT 06881; submit it at: www.
emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/, 
or e-mail: earthtalk@emagazine.com.
Read past columns at: www.emagazine.
com/earthtalk/archives.php. 

O’CONNORS
Restaurant & Bar Since 1934

7850 S.W. Capitol Highway

in Multnomah Village

503-244-1690

HOURS: Monday-Friday 7am-2am;
Saturday 8am-2am; Sunday 8am-midnight

Breakfast including 
Eggs O’Connor and other notables.

Served Mon - Fri,  7 - 11 a.m. 
Weekends 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Open Daily 
6:30 am to 3:00 pm

IN THE HEART OF MULTNOMAH VILLAGE

7820 SW Capitol Hwy
503-245-5457

Great Food
Great Service

Great Ambience

FAT CITY 
CAFEAdd Your

Business!
Call Don or Harry at 
503-244-6933

Cans and bottles of sodas emit very little CO2 directly when opened, but the produc-
tion and distribution of single-serving beverages of all kinds generate untold millions 
of tons of greenhouse gases and other pollutants every year, while also wasting billions 
of gallons of fresh water. And once the drinks have been consumed, all those cans and 
plastic bottles have to go somewhere. (Photo courtesy of Getty Images)

hood business association. SWNI Crime 
Prevention and Public Safety Commit-
tee received $1,720 for education and 
outreach efforts, including a basketball 
camp for southwest Housing Authority 
of Portland residents.

West Portland Park Neighborhood 
Association was awarded $970 for 
street sign caps to better identify the 
neighborhood.

These projects were selected from 
among 22 grant applications. The funds 
come from a $200,000 appropriation to 
the Portland Offi ce of Neighborhood 
Involvement. 

The money was distributed to and 
administered by SWNI and the city’s six 
other neighborhood offi ces. The grants 
are intended to “increase capacity” of 
community groups, and to encourage 
interaction between neighborhood 
associations and “under-represented 
communities.”

SWNI Awards Grants
(Continued on Page 7)
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www.laurieaustin.com

The Natural Alternative for Pet Foods & Supplies

7642 SW Capitol Hwy ·  971-222-2686

10-7 M-F, 10-6 Sat, 12-5 Sun · www.healthypetsnw.com

All Natural Foods    Herbal & Homeopathic Remedies 
Allergy Relief      Raw Food Diets      Grooming Products 

Collars     Leashes     Toys      Books 

The Design Department, Inc.
Designing quality plans since 1992

Pat Sauer, Building Designer

Additions RemodelsNew Homes!

designdeptinc@hotmail.com

Professional Member 
American Institute of Building Design

503-332-3796

!

Colette M. Cameron
Attorney at Law

7822 SW Capitol Hwy #2 Portland 97219
503-977-5101 Main 503-977-5122 Fax
Family Law • Custody • Divorce

Child Support • Guardianship • Criminal Law
Misdemeanors • Felonies

Aggressive attorney with over 15 years experience
Willing to fi ght for your rights

Licensed in Oregon, Washington, & California
Reasonable Rates

(Continued from Page 4)

NeWS BRIeFS

stances when matching funds apply. 
Fritz is eligible for $144,815 in public 

funds.  This calculation is made by 
subtracting the $5,185 Fritz collected 
in verified qualifying contributions 
from the $150,000 spending limit.  Fritz 
collected no seed money contributions 
during the qualifying period. 

Fritz’s principal campaign commit-
tee is scheduled to receive $39,815 by 
February 4 and $105,000 by February 
27. According to Carlstrom, all Cam-
paign Finance Fund certifi ed candidates 
are subject to limitations on the use of 
Campaign Finance Fund revenues in 
City Code Section 2.10.090 as well as 
all State of Oregon campaign fi nance 
provisions. 

City announces
courtyard design winners

At press time, the city was set to 
award prizes in a contest for courtyard 
housing development design at a Janu-
ary 29 reception at Northwest Natural 
Gas. 

Mayor Tom Potter and commission-
ers Randy Leonard and Erik Sten will 
award four prizes for projects intended 
to fi t in with historic “streetcar era” 
communities, and four for more con-

temporary areas such as those found in 
east Portland, according to planner Bill 
Cunningham. 

The winners were selected by a jury 
of nationally-known experts, Cunning-
ham said. The commission members 
were also to bestow six “people’s choice 
awards” to designs favored by residents 
who viewed them on a web site.

The competition is part of the city’s 
efforts to fi nd infi ll housing designs that 
fi t in with established neighborhoods 
and appeal to the public. Increasingly, 
planners are looking at courtyard and 
cluster site projects. 

Shared use of open space makes it 
economical for developers to offer large 
lawns and courtyards that could attract 
families, Cunningham said. The compe-
tition also challenged architects to pro-
vide multiple uses for vehicle storage 
and maneuvering areas, he said. 

The city is working with the Portland 
Development Commission to seek op-
portunities to build courtyard projects 
as prototypes, he said. The winning 
designs and runner-ups can be viewed 
at www.courtyardhousing.org.

SWNI committee 
“firming up” bike plan

The Southwest Neighborhoods, Inc. 
Transportation Committee’s bike sub-
committee is “fi rming up” and refi ning 

its proposal for “bike boulevards” in 
southwest Portland, according to chair 
Keith Liden. 

Bike boulevards utilize relatively low-
traffi c streets where bikes can safely 
share the road with cars without the 
creation of exclusive bike lanes. Their 
progress so far can be seen – and cri-
tiqued – on the SWNI web page, http://
www.swni.org.                 

Neighborhoods near 
truce on Naito Parkway 
improvements

Supporters and opponents of the 
long-sought South Portland Circula-
tion Study may be nearing a truce. The 
study, now offi cially called the South 
Portland Improvement Project, was 
conceived in the late 1970s. 

It calls for shrinking Southwest Naito 
Parkway between Arthur Street and 
Barbur Boulevard from its current sta-
tus as a freeway back to a local two-lane 
street, with conventional intersections 
with east-west streets. The study also 
calls for simplifying access routes to the 
Ross Island Bridge. 

This would not only remove some of 
the barriers that divide the South Port-
land neighborhood, but free up land 
that could be used for development and 
parks. City Council has endorsed the 

plan, but lacks the money to implement 
it, or even do detailed engineering to 
bring it about.

South Portland volunteers Jim Gard-
ner and John Perry have championed 
the project over the course of nearly 
three decades. Hillsdale Neighborhood 
Association chair Don Baack has been 
a consistent critic and opponent of it, 
charging that downgrading a major 
route to downtown and the east side 
would overload other roads, especially 
Barbur Boulevard.

Within the last month, Baack and 
Gardner have said that they believe 
they have a compromise position on 
the project that both can live with. Both 
declined to discuss the details of the 
proposal at this time, but both said they 
intended to present it to their respective 
boards for action this month.

Feature your business,
in the Post’s 

Business Card Directory

Call Don 
503-244-6933
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Adams’ street improvement plan
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PRECISION HOME REPAIR
& DRYWALL

JON A. GOSCH
Phone: 503-643-3517

Pager: 503-441-8940

website: http://users.myexcel.com/precision1

Quality work at affordable rates
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB #77073

Quality dentistry in a caring, relaxed environment.

FAMILY &
COSMETIC
DENTISTRY
503-246-2564

7717 SW 34th Avenue • Portland, OR 97219
(Multnomah Village • SW Capitol Highway & 34th Ave.)

(Continued from Page 8)

A family waits at a crosswalk to cross a busy boulevard. Commissioner Adams’ street 
improvement program would provide more pedestrian facilities.  (Photo courtesy of the 
Portland Offi ce of Transportation)

gas tax increase, and noted, “There 
are some inherent unfairnesses 
when local jurisdictions raise taxes.” 
However, he said he understood 
Adams’ efforts in view of the legis-
lature’s failure to act.

Marianne Fitzgerald, SWNI Trans-
portation Committee chair, gave the 
coalition’s support to the effort. She 
noted that southwest has 22 miles of 
arterial streets without sidewalks, 
representing 45 percent of the city’s 
arterials with this defi ciency, and 
more than 40 miles of unpaved 
streets. “The city has made many 
commitments to transportation im-
provements over the last 15 years, 
but few of these commitments have 
been funded,” she said. 

She supported the Safe, Sound 
and Green program, but said its 
guarantees for public involvement 
needed to be strengthened. She 
also called for reinstatement of the 
Neighborhood Needs process by 
which neighborhoods can give the 
city their priorities for projects and 
spending.

Hillsdale Neighborhood Asso-
ciation chair Don Baack said he 
“strongly supports” the initiative. 
“It’s been vetted by a lot of people,” 
he said. Baack, who also heads the 
SWNI Trails Committee, suggested 
adding benefi ts to participants in 
“sweat equity” transportation im-
provement programs.

Critics of the proposal said they 
recognized the need for more fund-
ing for transportation, but disagreed 
with the proposed method. Paul 

Romain, lobbyist for the Oregon 
Petroleum Association, noted that 
this year the city had a $34 million 
budget surplus. “Why not just allo-
cate more money” from the General 
Fund, he asked. 

“If you think this is a good thing, 
send it out for a vote of the people,” 
he said. He also said that the proper 
route was an increase statewide 
gas tax. This caused Commissioner 
Randy Leonard, a former legislator, 
to remind Romain that his organi-
zation had opposed such increases 
in the past. Romain replied that it 
hadn’t happened since 2001, when 
he went to work for them.

Transit critic Terry Parker com-
plained about money being spent 
on pedestrian and bicycle improve-
ments. He charged that the Stake-
holder Committee was “stacked” in 
favor of special interests. “Providing 
bicycle infrastructure is not a right 
and needs to be paid for by the us-
ers,” he said. 

The proposed fees would increase 
housing costs and run counter to the 
city’s efforts to provide “affordable” 
housing, he said. Another speaker 
said that the business fees, added 
to others already in place, could 
cause businesses not to locate in 
Portland.

The most moving testimony came 
from Dr. Susan Komoda, aunt of 
slain cyclist Tracy Sparrling. She 
attacked police and media sugges-
tions that Sparrling contributed to 
her own death by “not being more 
careful” when passing a truck that 
was turning right across her path. 

“Law enforcement’s inability to 
protect this  beautiful young woman 
should alarm every member of this 
community,” she said. “We need 
action, not just a warning to pe-
destrians and bicyclists to be more 
careful.”

At a subsequent hearing, Adams 
added an amendment that would 
end the program in the event the 
legislature passed a gas tax increase. 
A fi nal vote on the measure was 
scheduled for January 23. Based on 
comments made at the previous two 
sessions Adams appeared to have 
the votes.

Editor’s Note: According to a story in 
The Oregonian, City Council, at a Janu-
ary 23 hearing, approved amendments 
to the street fee ordinance, pushing a 

fi nal vote on the ordinance to Janu-
ary 30. Convenience store owners had 
objected to the street fees, arguing that 
customers weren’t necessarily destined 
for the stores when they started out. 
Gas station owners objected because 
they viewed them similarly to gas taxes. 
Adams gained concessions from both 
groups by agreeing to drop the streets 
fees if the Oregon legislature passed 
a gas tax which brought the City of 
Portland more than $184 million over 
15 years.  The changes would reduce 
the amount of fees paid by gas stations 
and convenience stores from $500 per 
month to about $70 per month—a total 
reduction of approximately $500,000 
per year in the $24 million raised an-
nually by the fees. 
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Sun Dog Construction
Remodeling … Interiors-Exteriors
design, basements, attics,
kitchens, bathrooms, additions
From start to finish …
Big jobs, small jobs, more … Autumn Sun Pardee

18+ yrs experience

503.957.7559 CCB # 173347

The IDEA Today … The SIGN Tomorrow!

503.244.0980
9220 SW Barbur Blvd. #111 - Portland - OR - 97219

• SIGNS
• BANNERS
• GRAPHICS

• MAGNETICS
• LETTERING
• LOGOS & MORE

MATT CHRISMAN
BRANCH MANAGER

VICE PRESIDENT

TEL :  503 292-6319  CELL :  971 219-9091

TOLL FREE : 800 895-3345  FAX : 503 292-6349

chrismanm@wcb.com

wcb.com

Raleigh Hills Branch

4805 SW 77th Avenue

Portland, Oregon 97225

By Don Snedecor
The Southwest Portland Post

Hillsdale Neighborhood As-
sociation will meet again on 

Wednesday, February 6 at 7:00 p.m. at 
St. Barnabus Church, 2201 SW Vermont 
St. Contact Don Baack, president, at 
503-246-2088 or e-mail baack@pacifi er.
com for more information. Website is 
www.hna-pdx.com. 

West Hills Christian Church 
will celebrate the 35th anniver-

sary of the dedication of its existing 
sanctuary on Sunday, February 10. Fol-
lowing the 10:45 a.m. worship service, a 
reception for past and present members 
of the congregation will be held in 
the church’s fellowship hall. Photos, 
church bulletins, directories and other 
memorabilia will be displayed. 

Originally called Multnomah Church 
of Christ, the congregation grew out of 
a tent-revival meeting in Multnomah 
Village in 1930. The first sanctuary 
was completed in 1933. The name was 
changed in 1964, and the existing sanc-

COMMUNITY LIFe
tuary was dedicated February 11, 1973. 
Joe Core has been pastor of the church 
for the past seven years.

Maplewood Neighborhood 
Association will meet again 

on Monday, February 11, at 7:00 p.m. 
at West Hills Friends School, 7426 
SW 52nd Ave. Contact Anne-Marie 
Fischer at 503-452-4240 or Jill Gaddis 
at 503-977-2835 or e-mail co_chair@
maplewoodna.com for more informa-
tion. Website is www.maplewoodna.
com. 

Multnomah County has schedule a 
series of town hall meetings to present 
information on the condition of its Wil-
lamette River bridges and a proposal to 
fund their repair. The bridges include 
the Broadway, Burnside, Hawthorne, 
Morrison, Sauvie Island and Sell-
wood. 

The meeting closest to Southwest will 
be held Monday, February 11, from 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m. at the Multnomah Building, 
boardroom, 501 SE Hawthorne. The 
meeting format will include a presen-
tation, an opportunity for the public to 
ask questions and share comments, and 
time to view displays on the condition 
and repair needs of the bridges. 

Multnomah Neighborhood 
Association will meet again on 

Tuesday, February 12 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Multnomah Center, 7688 SW Capitol 
Hwy. Contact the Southwest Neighbor-
hood offi ce at 503-823-4592 for more 
information or visit www.swni.org. 

Pageturners engage in stimulating 
conversation about books. Join us for 
Everybody Reads, Multnomah County 
Library’s annual community-wide 
discussion. Read A Long Way Gone: 
Memoirs of a Boy Solider by Ishmael Beah. 
Interested readers are encouraged a 
pick up a copy of the featured book at 
the reference desk. Tuesday, February 
12 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, February 
21, 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. Hillsdale Library, 
1525 SW Sunset Blvd, 503-988-5388.

Robert Gray Middle School (6th, 7th 
and 8th graders) is hosting a Multicul-
tural Celebration on Tuesday, February 
12, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. Admission is 
free and the evening festivities will fea-
ture the renowned “Lions of Batacuda,” 
an exhilarating, marching samba en-
semble performing Brazilian-inspired 
music and dance. The World Café will 
be selling ethnic foods donated by local 
restaurants. Other entertainment will 
include music, hands-on craft activities 
and multicultural displays from stu-
dents and local artists.  

Don’t forget Parent Informa-
tion Night on Wednesday, 

February 13 at 7:00 p.m. at Robert Gray 
Middle School, 5505 SW 23rd Ave. in 
the Hillsdale neighborhood. School 
tours on 2/13, 2/20, 2/27, 3/5 from 
9:30 to 11:00 a.m. For more information 
visit www.gray.pps.k12.or.us or call 
503-916-5676. 

West Hills Unitarian Univer-
salist Fellowship is hosting a 

Book Sale and Coffee Shop on Friday, 
February 15 from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
and Saturday, February 16 from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Books include fi ction 

and non-fi ction for children and adults 
and will be categorized and shelved 
for easy searches. There will also be a 
selection of CDs and DVDs. Espresso, 
light lunch and supper foods, tea and 
desserts will be available in the Edibles 
Café. WHUUF is located at 8470 SW 
Oleson Road. It is wheelchair acces-
sible. 

The Portland Police Bureau 
has scheduled an open house 

on Tuesday, February 19 from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. at the Multnomah Center, 7688 
SW Capitol Hwy. The session will allow 
the bureau of discuss plans to rearrange 
the boundaries of its police precincts 
and hear public input on the subject.

Under the direction of Charles 
Gray, 17 of the fi nest jazz artists 

in Portland are featured in the Portland 
Jazz Orchestra. PJO will be headlining a 
concert at the historic Crystal Ballroom 
(1221 W Burnside) on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 20 at 7:30 p.m. Advance tickets 
are $20 from the PDX Jazz box offi ce 
(503-228-JAZZ).  

Estate Planning Made Easy is 
the name of a class being offered 

on Tuesday, February 26, from 6:30 to 
8:00 p.m. at Fulton Park Community 
Center, 68 SW Miles Street. Receive 
practical advice to safeguard your 
assets and healthcare wishes during 
and after your lifetime. Registration 
is requested and the course (#257474) 
will be held in Room 1. To register 
visit www.portlandparks.org or call 
503-823-3180.

Multnomah Village Business 
Association will meet again 

on Thursday, February 28 at 8:30 a.m. 
at O’Connor’s Restaurant (annex), 7850 
SW Capitol Hwy. For more information 
visit the MVBA website at www.mult-
nomahvillage.org. 
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Indignation fl ares when Lane (Susan Coromel) discovers that her sister-in-law Vir-
gina (Marilyn Stacey) has been cleaning Lane’s house behind her back in The Clean 
House, Sarah Ruhl’s Pulizter Prize nominated play about the messes we make of our 
lives, running through March 2nd on the Artist Rep’s Second Stage.  Tickets available 
online at www.artistsrep.org.
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By Don Snedecor
The Southwest Portland Post

Can you help rename this baby?

Baby! Oh Baby! a children’s boutique 
in Multnomah Village is soliciting 
the public’s help to rename it due to 
a “cease and desist” action brought 
against the store. The new name will 
be chosen from suggestions given by 
the public with the author receiving a 
$250 gift certifi cate redeemable at the 
boutique. Suggestions are currently 
being accepted in the store.

Baby! Oh Baby!, the nine-month old 
children’s boutique in Multnomah 
Village, has received a legal order to 
cease and desist use of their existing 
name from a business in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota that owns the words “Oh 
Baby.” According to the owners, fi ght-
ing a legal battle over copyright law 
would not be fi nancially practical for 
the small business.

The village store specializes in classy 
baby clothes from Holland, Portugal, 
Peru and Denmark. Stylish fashions are 

also available for older kids up to size 8 
from local and European designers.

Photography show slated for local 
wine shop

During the month of February, 2008, 
there will be a photography exhibit at 
Sip D’Vine in Multnomah Village by 
local artist Eric Palmer. On Feb. 2nd, 
2008 from 6-9pm there will be an artist 
reception. The show will consist of pho-
tography from Mexico, and the Pacifi c 
NW. For more information please go 
to http://www.adaptiveimages.com/
Sip_D_Vine.html. 

Historical society looks for a new 
home 

According to Patti Waitman-Inge-
bretsen, for some time the Multnomah 
Historical Association has enjoyed a 
close and mutually benefi cial arrange-
ment with A Closer Look Studio in 
Multnomah Village for housing the lo-
cal history center, displaying materials 
with easy access and making historical 
information readily available.

Circumstances have changed and 
the space is no longer available to the 

organization.
“We thank Kaye Synoground, owner 

of A Closer Look Studio for allowing 
MHA to be a part of her studio,” said 
Waitman Ingebretsen, president of the 
historical society. “We would prefer 
to maintain a presence in Multnomah 

November was "Hayhurst School" month at Annastasia Salon and Your Beauty 
Store in Multnomah Village. Every guest who mentioned Hayhurst School re-
ceived a 40 percent donation of their hair service towards the school. In the spirit 
of helping the community that supports their business, the salon was able to give 
$275 to support Hayhurst School. Pictured (from left) are stylists Caitlin Layton, 
Elise Angerilli, Hayhurst Principal Robin Morrison and stylist Gioia Gomez. 
(Photo courtesy of Jan Huffstutter)

Village and also provide safe and easy 
access to our library holdings.”

Please contact the historical society 
if you have space to offer, suggestions 
or referrals. Their web address is www.
multnomahhistorical.com.
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By Lee Perlman
The Southwest Portland Post

After several attempts, the South 
Portland Neighborhood Association 
may get a long-sought chance to help 
plan the proposed Milwaukie light 
rail line.

The proposed route will go from the 
terminus at Portland State University 
now under construction, down 
through the North Macadam district, 
cross to the Oregon Museum of Science 
and Industry on a new rail bridge, and 
continue south on the east side. 

In the last year there has been a 
push to continue the line on the west 
side a little further south, far enough 
to serve the proposed new Oregon 
Health and Science University, and 
within walking distance of the OHSU 
aerial tram. On the east side there are 
also some outstanding route issues, 
and a lot of detail work in deciding 
just where the stations should be.

To guide the process, Metro has set 
up a citizen advisory committee. South 
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Portland has asked to have a place on 
it. Metro’s answer has been that given 
the number of interest groups and 
major landholders concerned with 
the line, there is no way to provide 
representation for all of them.  

Moreover, Metro spokesperson 
Phillip Kennedy-Wong told The 
Post, the area is represented through 
Nicole Peterson, a resident owner of 
a condominium in the Meriwether 
tower and, until recently, a consultant 
to developer Homer Williams. To 
this South Portland Association chair 
Ken Love said at a recent meeting, 
“I admire her ability, but she doesn’t 
represent our interests.”

There may be another chance 
for South Portland’s voice to be 
heard. Commissioner Sam Adams is 
assembling a second advisory body, to 
be chaired by former mayor Vera Katz 
and served by consultant and former 
planning director David Knowles, 
which will look at the route south of 
PSU and the crossing.

Adams’ aide Rolland Chlapowski 

told The Post, “We’ll be looking at land 
use and transportation issues on both 
sides of the river. We know how we’ll 
proceed south from PSU; the question 
is how far south we’ll go. There 
are questions about how to lay out 
streets in this area so that they serve 
the district, but don’t interfere with 
light rail. The city is very concerned 
with how we serve South Waterfront. 
TriMet is concerned with getting good 
travel times, and not having too much 
out of direction travel.”

Love noted that such a group would 
be more relevant to South Portland’s 
concerns than a committee dealing 
with the entire route to Milwaukie.

South Portland board member 
Lee Moore commented, “Any time 
someone offers you a seat at the 
table, you probably should take it.” 
Chlapowski indicated to The Post that 
a South Portland representative on 
this body was by no means certain, but 
was not out of the question. “South 
Portland is going to be involved in the 
conversation,” he promised.

 NEWS

South Portland neighborhood seeks light rail committee seat

and city policy. But traf c and housing 
density continued to be concerns 
shared by those in attendance.

While it was anticipated that all 
parties interested in developing 
the Sears armory would be 
present at the October meeting 
with booths and information, 
only three were represented—the 
Housing Authority of Portland, 
Community Partners for Affordable 
Housing, and Westside Christian 
High School.

While no straw poll was taken, there 
didn’t appear to be any consensus 
about what the best use of the armory 
site should be. During general 
discussion at the October meeting, 
several in attendance requested that 
a third public meeting be held to iron 
out any differences. 

For more information about the 
Sears armory closure, including the 
base’s inventory, and notes from 
public meetings, visit the PDC 
website at www.pdc.us/dod.

Sears armory 
(Continued from  page 5)
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A donation is made to Neighborhood House, Inc., with each sale.

Parker Realty, Inc.

Jeff Parker
Your neighborhood Realtor  

Since 1980

503.977.1888
www.parkerrealtyportland.com

7830 SW 35th Ave

Wonderful tri-level home located on quiet 
cul-de-sac at the base of the west hills. 
Close to OHSU. Impeccably cared for. 4 
bedrooms 3 baths. Remodeled kitchen. 

Large lot and private backyard $549,000.

Totally renovated townhomes in Multno-
mah Village. 1, 2 & 3 bedrooms available. 
Solid slab granite countertops, bamboo 
floors ,new bathroom, new plumbing & 
wiring. Affordable living with class and 

style. $144,500 and up

Stunning traditional home! New construc-
tion. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths with den/office 

and bonus room. Kitchen with granite, 
eating island and nook. Quiet and peace-

ful neighborhood $509,000.

Classic 2+ bedroom Bungalow in Mult-
nomah Village. Built in 1922. Hardwood 

floors & front porch. Kitchen w/ oak cabi-
nets. Unfinished basement w/ outside en-
trance. Laundry room off kitchen. Fenced 

back yard, quiet location. $264,500

Character, class & style! Attention to 
detail throughout. Vaulted ceilings & new 
kitchen w/ eating bar opens to family rm. 
New master suite w/ walk-in closet & jet-
ted tub. Lower level w/ cozy family room, 
fireplace & separate arts & crafts room. 

Beautiful yard w/ water feature. $499,500

3 BD, 3 BA on large lot. Fireplace in living 
room, family room off kitchen, den with 
French doors, double garage & private 
back yard with deck. Next to the Park.  

 $489,500

Wonderful location near Robert Gray & 
dog park. Quiet street. Large private deck 
off new gourmet kitchen. Theatre room in 
lower level. Climate controlled wine room. 

Excellent value! $374,900

3 BD, 2 BA home with hardwoods. Private 
fenced back yard, light & bright with family 
room and den. Just blocks to Custer Park & 

Multnomah Village. $337,500.  
Chris Malcolm 

Cozy Bungalow located in Multnomah 
Village. Living room with hardwood floors 

and fireplace. Master bedroom upstairs 
with full bath. Unfinished basement. Great 

yard with deck. $389,000

Cozy bungalow with view located in the West 
Hills. Large private lot in great neighborhood. 
Updated, skylights and hardwood floors. Light 
and bright kitchen with tons of windows. Full 

unfinished basement. $397,500.
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New master suite w/ walk-in closet & jet-
ted tub. Lower level w/ cozy family room, 
fireplace & separate arts & crafts room. 
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off new gourmet kitchen. Theatre room in 
lower level. Climate controlled wine room. 

Excellent value! $374,900

3 BD, 2 BA home with hardwoods. Private 
fenced back yard, light & bright with family 
room and den. Just blocks to Custer Park & 

Multnomah Village. $337,500.  
Chris Malcolm 

Cozy Bungalow located in Multnomah 
Village. Living room with hardwood floors 

and fireplace. Master bedroom upstairs 
with full bath. Unfinished basement. Great 

yard with deck. $389,000

Cozy bungalow with view located in the West 
Hills. Large private lot in great neighborhood. 
Updated, skylights and hardwood floors. Light 
and bright kitchen with tons of windows. Full 
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Jeff Parker
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Since 1980

503.977.1888
www.parkerrealtyportland.com

7830 SW 35th AveTotally renovated townhomes in Multno-
mah Village. 1, 2 & 3 bedrooms available. 
Solid slab granite countertops, bamboo 
floors ,new bathroom, new plumbing & 
wiring. Affordable living with class and 

style. $144,500 and up

Stunning traditional home! New construc-
tion. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths with den/office 

and bonus room. Kitchen with granite, 
eating island and nook. Quiet and peace-

ful neighborhood $499,500.

Classic 2+ bedroom Bungalow in Mult-
nomah Village. Built in 1922. Hardwood 

floors & front porch. Kitchen w/ oak cabi-
nets. Unfinished basement w/ outside en-
trance. Laundry room off kitchen. Fenced 

back yard, quiet location. $264,500

Pearched way up high on a .63 acre 
mostly flat lot. This mid century has a nice 
view, privacy and character. 3 bedrooms, 
hardwoods, sunroom & double garage.

Wonderful location near Robert Gray & 
dog park. Quiet street. Large private deck 
off new gourmet kitchen. Theatre room in 
lower level. Climate controlled wine room. 

Excellent value! $374,900

3 BD, 2 BA home with hardwoods. Private 
fenced back yard, light & bright with family 
room and den. Just blocks to Custer Park & 

Multnomah Village. $337,500.  
Chris Malcolm 

Cozy Bungalow located in Multnomah 
Village. Living room with hardwood floors 

and fireplace. Master bedroom upstairs 
with full bath. Unfinished basement. Great 

yard with deck. $389,000

Cozy bungalow with view located in the West 
Hills. Large private lot in great neighborhood. 
Updated, skylights and hardwood floors. Light 
and bright kitchen with tons of windows. Full 

unfinished basement. $397,500.

View of the coast range! 3 bedroom, 2 
bath home. 1,652 square feet. Light & 

bright living room w/ woodstove & slider 
to large deck. 2 kitchens & Oak floors. 
View & private deck from master bed-

room. Driveway & garage below. $415,000

Living room w/ fireplace & vaulted ceiling. 
Remodeled kitchen. Oak floors in living 
room, kitchen & dining room. Powder 

room on main. Master bedroom on upper 
level w/ full bath & balcony. Lower level 

with 2nd bedroom, den, full bath, storage 
and laundry. Skylights. Wonderful wooded 

views. $389,500

SOLD

Wonderful one level home. Hardwood 
floors throughout. Light & bright living 
room with vaulted ceiling & fireplace. 
Master bedroom with double closet & 
bath. Large laundry room. $419,000

Original owner! Wonderful valley view. 2 
bedrooms, 2 baths. Classic wood vaulted 

ceiling in living room w/ woodstove. Level 
entry & double garage. $417,500

Great home located in Multnomah Village. 
Fireplace & pergo floors in living room & 

family room. Remodeled kitchen with new 
cabinets, tile floor & eating bar. Slider to 
deck and large back yard with hot tub, 

garden & tool shed. $347,000

From the Editors of E/The Environmental 
Magazine

Dear EarthTalk: What is the status 
of sharks around the world? I see oc-
casional stories about sharks attacking 
humans, but on balance aren’t we a lot 
more brutal to them then they are to 
us?      
-- Pam Hitschler, Radnor, PA

EARTH TALK It’s true that humans do a lot more 
damage to shark populations than vice 
versa. Marine biologists report that 
sharks are in rapid decline around the 
world. In the North Atlantic Ocean, 
shark populations have declined more 
than 50 percent over the past 20 years 
alone, with some species now nearing 
extinction.

Experts see the primary cause as 
overfi shing, which depletes sharks as 
well as their prey. Sharks are especially 
vulnerable to illegal “longlines” (fi sh-
ing nets strung across dozens if not 

hundreds of miles of ocean), where they 
get inadvertently snared along with the 
tuna and swordfi sh fi shermen intend 
to catch.

Rising demand for shark fi n soup in 
is also contributing to the demise of 
sharks. According to a report by Wil-
daid, shark fi ns are among the most ex-
pensive seafood products in the world, 
selling for some $700 per kilogram on 
the Hong Kong market. 

With prices like that, many longline 
fi shermen, who are already operating 
illegally, are happy to augment their 
incomes by “finning” a few sharks 
along the way. (Finning is the practice 
of removing a fi n from a shark and dis-
carding the rest of the carcass at sea.)

Often, threatened wildlife species 
manage to maintain their numbers in 
spite of excessive human predation. 
But sharks face an especially uphill 
battle, says renowned shark expert 
Ransom Myers, because they “take a 
long time to mature and have relatively 
few babies.”

So what is being done to save sharks? 
In the U.S., the Magnuson-Stevens Fish-
ery Conservation Act is the primary law 
that oversees the conservation of U.S. 
fi sheries and has established various 
management regulations for 39 species 
of sharks in the Atlantic Ocean, Carib-
bean Sea and Gulf of Mexico. It outlaws 
fi nning if the carcass is discarded but 
not if the rest of carcass is kept, clearly 
an unfortunate loophole.

The U.S. also helped develop a 
United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization treaty (the International 
Plan of Action for the Conservation and 

Management of Sharks) whereby 87 
countries agreed to develop their own 
plans for the conservation of sharks. 

However, only two countries—the 
U.S. and Australia—have lived up to 
the agreement. The U.S. plan is admin-
istered by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, which 
has been working with regional fi sher-
ies authorities to make sure fi shermen 
are sticking to cautiously low quotas 
regarding the number of sharks they 
are allowed to catch.

What can consumers do to save the 
sharks? The Monterey Bay Aquarium in 
Monterey, California urges consumers 
to avoid all shark products, not just on 
restaurant menus but also all souvenirs 
such as jaws and teeth, and shark-
cartilage pills, which have been touted 
as cancer cures but which have been 
proven to be completely ineffective and 
are now widely considered a scam. 

The aquarium also encourages con-
sumers to support with their pocket-
books conservation groups working to 
protect sharks and oceans, and specifi -
cally those working to set aside marine 
reserves that are off-limits to fi shing.

CONTACTS: Wildaid, www.wildaid.
org; Monterey Bay Aquarium, www.
montereybayaquarium.org/cr/sea-
foodwatch.asp. 

GOT AN ENVIRONMENTAL QUES-
TION? Send it to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The 
Environmental Magazine, P.O. Box 5098, 
Westport, CT 06881; submit it at: www.
emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/, 
or e-mail: earthtalk@emagazine.com. 
Read past columns at: www.emagazine.
com/earthtalk/archives.php.

Sharks are in rapid decline around the world, mostly due to overfi shing, 
which wipes out the sharks themselves as well as the food they depend upon. 
Sharks face an especially uphill battle to survive in the face of human pre-
dation because they have few births and take a long time to mature. (Photo 
courtesy of Getty Images)


